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From: Seth Bordelon
To: Breaux, Brian W MVN
Subject: Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank (MVN-2012-02553-MB)
Date: Monday, July 01, 2013 8:37:44 AM


Brian,


The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed Public Notice MVN-2012-02553-MB, dated June 3,
2013.  Fourth Louisiana Resource, LLC, has requested a Department of the Army permit to create a
forested wetland mitigation bank (Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank) southeast of New Roads, in Pointe
Coupee Parish, Louisiana.  This report is submitted in accordance with provisions of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and the Endangered Species Act of
1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).


According to the Public Notice and accompanying prospectus, the proposed project site consists of
254.8 acres of pastureland that would be restored as bottomland hardwood forest.  Specifically, the
proposed project would include 177.1 acres of bottomland hardwood re-establishment, 5.8 acres of
swamp re-establishment, and 8.8 acres of swamp rehabilitation.  Approximately 51 acres of bottomland
hardwood forest would be restored as upland buffer and would be designated as non-hydric inclusion. 
Onsite drainage ditches would be backfilled and culverts would be removed to restore the appropriate
hydrologic conditions.  The Bank Sponsor would plant appropriate tree  species (bare-root seedlings) on
9-foot by 9-foot centers.  Invasive plant species would be controlled through mechanical and/or
chemical treatments.


Restoration of the project site would provide valuable habitat for a variety of wildlife species known to
inhabit forested wetland ecosystems.  Large mammals, including the Louisiana black bear (Ursus
americanus luteolus), would likely benefit from the additional forested habitat within the Mississippi
River floodplain.  Project implementation would also create future habitat for a variety of birds including
resident and migratory songbirds, raptors, and woodpeckers.


The Service conceptually supports development of the proposed bank due to its location within the
landscape and its potential to be successfully restored.  However, we recommend that a site visit be
conducted before proceeding to a draft Mitigation Banking Instrument to allow resource agency
personnel the opportunity to more closely evaluate the site and the proposed project components.


The above comments and recommendations constitute the report of the Department of Interior.  Please
feel free to contact me if additional information is needed.


Seth Bordelon


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service


Louisiana Ecological Services Office


(337) 291-3138



mailto:seth_bordelon@fws.gov

mailto:Brian.W.Breaux@usace.army.mil





seth_bordelon@fws.gov








From: Gutierrez, Raul
To: Breaux, Brian W MVN
Cc: Patti Holland; Kyle Balkum; Jamie Phillippe (jamie.phillippe@la.gov); Kitto, Alison; Ettinger, John
Subject: MVN-2012-2553; Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank
Date: Friday, June 14, 2013 9:53:42 AM


Brian,


The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Public Notice dated June 3, 2013,
concerning Department of the Army Permit Application Number MVN-2012-2553, submitted by Fourth
Louisiana Resource, LLC. The applicant is proposing to establish the Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank in
Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana. The project would rehabilitate 8.8 acres of cypress swamp, and re-
establish 5.8 acres of cypress swamp, 177.1 acres of bottomland hardwood forest and 51.0 acres of
upland buffer. The comments that follow are being provided for use in reaching a decision relative to
compliance with the EPA’s 404(b)(1) Guidelines for Specification of Disposal Sites for Dredged or Fill
Material (40 CFR Part 230).


The site appears appropriate for use in compensating for unavoidable impacts to waters of the U.S.,
including wetlands. At this time, the EPA supports the development of the proposed bank. Thank you
for the opportunity to review and comment on the public notice. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.


Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.


Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)


U.S. EPA Region 6


1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200


Dallas, Texas 75202


(214)665-6697
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From: Claude
To: Breaux, Brian W MVN
Subject: MVN 2012-02553-MB
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 11:49:47 AM


Mr. Breaux,
      I am writing you about the proposed Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank. I am the owner of the property
on the south and southeast boundary of the proposed bank. Though I was never notified through mail I
did happen to find it on the Internet. My concern is that the watershed map shows a portion of my
property draining onto the proposed bank. If they are going to restrict the water flow I am worried
about possible drainage issues.
        
                      Thank you,
      Claude C. Jumonville
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Gutierrez, Raul


From: Gutierrez, Raul
Sent: Friday, June 14, 2013 9:52 AM
To: Breaux, Brian W MVN
Cc: Patti Holland; Kyle Balkum; Jamie Phillippe (jamie.phillippe@la.gov); Kitto, Alison; Ettinger, 


John
Subject: MVN-2012-2553; Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank


Brian, 


The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Public Notice dated June 3, 2013, concerning 
Department of the Army Permit Application Number MVN-2012-2553, submitted by Fourth Louisiana 
Resource, LLC. The applicant is proposing to establish the Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank in Pointe Coupee 
Parish, Louisiana. The project would rehabilitate 8.8 acres of cypress swamp, and re-establish 5.8 acres of 
cypress swamp, 177.1 acres of bottomland hardwood forest and 51.0 acres of upland buffer. The comments that 
follow are being provided for use in reaching a decision relative to compliance with the EPA’s 404(b)(1) 
Guidelines for Specification of Disposal Sites for Dredged or Fill Material (40 CFR Part 230). 
 
The site appears appropriate for use in compensating for unavoidable impacts to waters of the U.S., including 
wetlands. At this time, the EPA supports the development of the proposed bank. Thank you for the opportunity 
to review and comment on the public notice. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D. 
Wetlands Section (6WQ‐EM) 
 
U.S. EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
(214)665‐6697 
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Gutierrez, Raul


From: Breaux, Brian W MVN <Brian.W.Breaux@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 11:57 AM
To: Frankie Savoy
Cc: Holland, Patti; Seth Bordelon; joshua_marceaux@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul; Ettinger, John; 


Kitto, Alison; Richard Hartman - NOAA Federal; Abernathy, Lisa; Williams, Patrick ; Kelley 
Templet; Holcombe, Jim; Balkum, Kyle; rcdavis@wlf.la.gov; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Farabee, 
Jacqueline R MVN; Pfeffer, Stephen D MVN


Subject: proposed Grand Swamp MB - additional information request
Attachments: 2013Aug27 Grand Swamp post PN info request SIGNED.pdf; 2013Jul1 USWFS PN 


comments Grand Swamp MB.pdf; 2013Jun14 EPA PN comment Grand Swamp MB.pdf; 
2013Jun25 Jumonville comment PN Grand Swamp MB.pdf


Mr. Savoy:  Please find attached a letter requesting clarification of the information contained in the mitigation banking 
prospectus for the Grand Swamp Mitigation Bank.  Additionally, please find attached comments from USFWS, EPA, and 
an adjoining property owner.   
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding the above. 
 
Brian W. Breaux 
CEMVN Regulatory Branch 
Special Projects & Policy Team 
(504) 862‐1938 
brian.w.breaux@usace.army.mil 
 
For information about mitigation banking in the New Orleans District, please see our web page:  
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/ops/regulatory/Mit_program.asp  
 
To get to RIBITS, click here:  
https://rsgis.crrel.usace.army.mil/ribits/f?p=107 
 
 





